May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.

 “And do you come to me?” (Jn 3:14b). That’s not just John’s question. It’s also ours. At some point or another we’ve all asked it. Sometimes it just seems too incredible to believe that God would come to us. Maybe it’s because we see God as distant, cold, and uninvolved. Maybe it’s because we see ourselves as unworthy and undeserving. Maybe it’s because we were taught that God is more concerned about our behavior than our life. Maybe the pain, difficulty, and losses of our life have caused us to wonder whether God even cares. Maybe God’s ways don’t fit within our expectations. God won’t fit within our box and we can’t seem to get out of it. I don’t know when or how that question comes up for you but I know where we find the answer.
The answer is found in the baptism of Jesus. His baptism answers once and for all the question, “And do you come to me?” “Yes, absolutely.” That is Jesus’ answer to John, to you, to me, to everyone. There is no one to whom Jesus does not come. That answer, however, is not without consequences. Jesus’ baptism sets before us a choice. We can either prevent or consent, closing or opening ourselves, to the baptism of Jesus. The issue is not Jesus’ coming to us. The issue is our preventing or consenting to his coming. 
To prevent Jesus’ baptism means that we withhold ourselves from the God who comes. It means we deny God’s desire and longing for humanity expressed in the life of Jesus. It means we deprive God of the unique and irreplaceable love that he seeks in each one of us. In the end it means we deprive God of the life God wants to live, and the life he wants to give to us.
Jesus’ baptism is more than his immersion in the water of the Jordan River. It is his immersion into all of creation, into the depths of humanity, and into your life and my life. This is the baptism of Jesus to which John consented. John moved from preventing to consenting. That movement that consent, puts life and relationships back together again. It joins earth to heaven and humanity to divinity. That consent is how we offer the waters of our life to Jesus. Over and over again Jesus returns to the waters of his baptism immersing himself into the struggles and triumphs, the joys and the tragedies, and the deaths and resurrections of our world and our lives.
· He immerses himself in the wilderness of struggles, divided hearts, and temptations.
· He immerses himself in the compassion that recognizes the dignity of every human being.
· He immerses himself in the intimacy and love of a woman’s perfumed ointment, her touch, her hair and her tears.
· He immerses himself in the betrayal of Judas’ kiss.
· He immerses himself in the loneliness and rejection of Peter’s denial.
· He immerses himself in the pain of the soldiers’ blows, whips, and taunts.
· He immerses himself in the shame and humility of the cross.
· He immerses himself in the tomb and darkness of death.

He immerses himself completely. He sanctifies our life’s waters. He assumes all that we are and takes on our life. He immerses himself into our life that we might be raised up into his. For every immersion there is a raising up.
When Jesus came up from the water the heavens opened to him, the Spirit descended upon him, and a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” With Christ’s immersion into our life the heavens are opened to us. With his immersion into our life the Spirit descends upon us as well. With his immersion into our life we are also God’s beloved children, sons and daughters, every one of us.
“And do you come to me?” Yes, Jesus comes to us. He always has and always will. He can do nothing less. He is the God who comes. Consent to his coming. Offer the waters of your life. Let them be his baptismal water. Prevent nothing. Don’t withhold even one drop. Let every word, every action, every choice, every relationship be the place of his immersion and your raising up. 
May the light of Christ - and the love of God given in baptism fill your heart and change your life and bless our community and our world. Amen

